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The publication of the BRC Bulletin 
is made possible by the contribu-
tions of our dedicated and talented 
employees. The articles and     
pictures were written, taken and   
formatted by BRC employees. 
Their contributions are greatly  
appreciated! We sincerely hope 
that you enjoy this edition of the       
Boswell Regional Center Bulletin,  
April, 2014 Issue. 

        Boswell Regional Center Bulletin 

A Publication for Employees, Family and Friends of BRC 
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     Boswell Regional Center is pleased to announce the promotion of Mr. William 

Gates to role of Director for the Mississippi Adolescent Center located in Brook-

haven, MS. The Mississippi Adolescent Center began operations in 1999 as a De-

partment of Mental Health Facility and is dedicated to providing comprehensive 

services to adolescents with intellectual and developmental disabilities in a special-

ized setting. The goal of MAC and its staff is to return each person their home to 

lead a fulfilling and productive life. 

     As Director, Mr. Gates’ responsibilities will include the overall success of the 

Center and managing all aspects of the Center’s operations. Additionally, Mr. Gates 

will be responsible for new program development and service and support growth 

in southwest Mississippi.  

     “Until the opportunity to lead the Mississippi Adolescent Center came along, I 

had never seriously considered leaving Boswell. I admit it’s bittersweet leaving 

Boswell, but I was attracted by MAC’s goal of creating and delivering incredible 

services and helping Mississippians in need. Ultimately, this led me to join The 

Mississippi Adolescent Center. I am extremely grateful and thankful for the oppor-

tunity afforded to me by Mr. Allen, my Boswell colleagues over the years and the 

Department of Mental Health. I look forward to this new chapter in life and I’m 

equally excited to be a new member of the Brookhaven and Lincoln County com-

munity.” 

     Mr. Gates joined Boswell 1991 as a Direct Support Professional and previously held numerous manage-

ment positions during his tenure. A licensed Nursing Home Administrator and Mental Health Administrator, 

William received his Master in Business Administration from William Carey University, and his Bachelor of 

Science in Business Management from Belhaven University. Additionally, he is a Certified Public Manager 

through the Mississippi State Personal Board and the National Consortium of Certified Public Managers, a 

graduate of State Executive Development Institute sponsored by The John C. Stennis Institute of Government 

at Mississippi State University and a graduate of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health’s Accelerated 

Leadership Development Program. 

 

Mission Statement  
 

 Boswell Regional Center offers  

Specialized program options to  

Mississippians with  

Intellectual and Developmental  

Disabilities. These programs are  

designed to identify the necessary 

 supports for successful community transition.  

With collaboration  

between the individual, family,  

and community,  

dreams can become reality.  
 

Where Dreams Can Become Reality  
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William Gates, new director 

of the Mississippi Adolescent 

Center  
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Pictured: Magee’s Mayor Jimmy Clyde, seated; J. Cooley (services recipient), standing; Calvert Sims, Jr. Director of Autism       

Services and Steven Allen, Director of Boswell Regional Center. 

     April has been celebrated as National Autism Awareness Month for years. Magee’s Mayor Jimmy Clyde 

signed a proclamation in honor of the ones we serve. Friday, April 25, 2014, was Autism Awareness Day for 

Boswell Regional Center’s Autism Services. This event was held at Morton Group Home. The activities 

kicked off with Mayor Clyde signing the proclamation, and the fun kept going with painting, bean bag toss, 

ring toss, basketball free throw contest, sensory room and a cookout to name a few. Autism Services provides 

an environment and support for success in a community setting and are located in Simpson County and Lin-

coln County.  
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     Ronald Britt with Boswell Regional contacted PriorityOne Bank on Thursday April 3rd asking if we would 

be interested  getting involved with a very specific community service project; one of his residents was in des-

perate need of a new wheelchair. He stated that they had exhausted all of their avenues for finding her one and 

needed help; we immediately answered yes, we would be more than happy to help. 

     On Friday morning, we contacted Brinson Polk with Gene Polk’s Pharmacy to see about getting one or-

dered and to make sure that we would be able to make this happen for the Boswell individual. Brinson Polk 

was more than willing to help and let us know that he actually had just what she needed sitting in his store at 

the time. 

     I called Ronald Britt to inform him that PriorityOne Bank was honored to let him know that we had Ms. 

Evelyn a new wheelchair. Ronald and his staff were as excited as we at PriorityOne Bank were. We made ar-

rangements to present the wheelchair to Ms. Evelyn. The wheelchair was presented on April 9th. 

By: Whitney Barnes of PriorityOne Bank 
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     On Friday April 25, 2014, Life Connections and Life Links participants visited a traveling exhibition at 

Copiah- Lincoln Community College. The exhibition was sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution and the 

Mississippi Humanities Council. The title of the exhibition was, “The Way We Worked.” The exhibit high-

lighted past and present everyday Americans working on farms, factories, in homes or at desks. There were 

many artifacts to view and interactive displays that described why and how we work. Boswell Regional Center 

was highlighted in the exhibit with information about the Mississippi Tuberculosis Hospital. After touring the 

exhibition, the participants enjoyed dining at Poppa’s Fishhouse in Brookhaven, MS. 
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     On April 6, 2014, a group of Community Services individuals participated in a dream-becoming-reality 

trip. Their dream trip was to attend Wrestlemania, which is equalivant to the superbowl for wrestling fans. The 

event was held in New Orleans. One highlight of the outing was being in the crowd of 75,167 people that wit-

nessed Wrestlemania live and in person. The group had the opportunity to see some of their favorite wrestling 

characters and cheer for them to win. The group witnessed Brock Lesner end the Undertaker’s winning streak, 

which was a total shocker to the group. The group had a chance to see different wrestling legends. One particu-

lar legend they got to see was the Ultimate Warrior prior to his sudden death.  John Cena put on a magnificent 

high octane, high flying display during his bout. An additional plus was visiting the Mercedes-Benz Super-



 

Page 11 

     Boswell Regional Center 

     The BRC Prom presented by Pinelake Geriatric Services, spearheaded by Denise Brown, was a night for 

fun, laugher, and fellowship. On April 3, 2014, the Prom was held at the Magee Civic Center. All that attended 

had a wonderful time as the pictures below attest. The goal of the Prom is to provide our individuals a night 

out to remember. Pinelake’s motto is to provide our individuals a meaningful day everyday and that includes 

nights. The theme of the Prom this year was, “A Night In Paris.” The color theme was Turquoise, Silver, and 

Black. In addition to music, balloons, food, and dancing, two Eiffel Towers were provided by Boswell’s own 

Randy Robertson. The towers were beautifully crafted and painted by Randy to add a touch of class to our 

Prom. Kerry Bynum, Lisa Westbrook, Brett McDonnieal, Jennifer Cole, Jarrod Lee, and Kay Adcox had fun 

decorating the Civic Center for the event. Pinelake Geriatric Services would like to thank the many volunteers 

and staff who help make the night one to remember. 

By: Kay Adcox 
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Boswell was a sponsor of Relay for Life this year at the Magee Sportsplex on April 25, 2014. Beth Luper of 

Boswell Regional Center presented a check to Debra Smith, American Cancer Society partner. Boswell funds 

were generated through staff donations, with a total of $247.38 raised. Boswell Individuals were invited to par-

ticipate in the presentation of colors for The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life of Simpson County. 

The individuals served by Boswell who presented the colors are all cancer survivors themselves. 
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During the April Director's Meeting, Boswell Regional Center recognized Employees of the Month in the area of 

support/professional staff: Employees of the Month for March are Greg Amason, Maintenance; and Syble Thornton, 

Residential Services. 
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Boswell Regional Center employees received Governor's service awards in recognition of a total of 60 years of state ser-

vice. They were recognized for the dedication to BRC at the April directors meeting. Pictured are Rhonda McCallum 

(10yrs), Sherron Barnes (30yrs), Shylah Jones (10yrs) and Keri East (10yrs).  



Seven Safety Suggestions 

 for Summer Work 
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