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The publication of the BRC Bulletin 
is made possible by contributions 
from our dedicated and talented 
employees. The articles and    
pictures were written, taken and 
formatted by BRC employees. 
Their contributions are greatly  
appreciated! We sincerely hope 
that you enjoy this edition of the 
Boswell Regional Center Bulletin, 
March 2017 Issue. 
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A Publication for Employees, Family and Friends of BRC 

     The month of march is observed annually as Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities (IDD) Awareness Month. There were several events held in Missis-

sippi throughout the month in recognition of IDD. The City of Magee joined 

forces with Boswell to increase awareness in the community through a proclama-

tion signed by Mayor Jimmy Clyde on Friday, March 17th. The City of Magee has 

always been supportive of Boswell. The sponsorship and collaboration between 

Boswell and the city are much appreciated. 

Pictured: Magee Mayor Jimmy Clyde (seated), standing left to right; W. Bunt,   

service recipient; Clint Ashley, Boswell Regional Center Director; and D. Boyd, 

services recipient.  
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     On March 21st,  Brookhaven Mayor Joe C. Cox (seated) signed a proclamation designating March as IDD 

Awareness Month. Pictured from left to right: Kimberly Bingham, QIDD; D. Wright; service recipient;       

Tiffany Harper-Howell, Director of Client Services; C. Ellis, service recipient and William Gates, Director of 

Mississippi Adolescent Center. 

     Boswell Regional Center 

     On March 28, Hazlehurst Mayor Henry C. Banks, Sr. (seated) signed a proclamation designating March as 

IDD Awareness Month. Pictured from left to right: K. Williams, service recipient; Clint Ashley, Director of 

Boswell Regional Center; S. Burns, service recipient, and W. Lawless, service recipient. 
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     Boswell Regional Center 

     The rotunda was the place to be on March 22, 2017. Programs that serve people with intellectual and      

developmental disabilities displayed and shared valuable information. This was an opportunity to speak to   

legislators regarding the programs and services provided to Mississippians with IDD. 

Pictured above from left to right: Mississippi House of Representatives District 90, Noah Sanford, and Clint 

Ashley, Director of Boswell Regional Center. 

Pictured above from left to right: House of Representatives District 85, America “Chuck” Middleton; B. 

Kinsey; service recipient; R. McGill, service recipient, and Dr. Jim Herzog, Department of Mental Health 

Board Member. 
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     Boswell Regional Center 

     First, I want to thank God for His grace and mercy. My 

mother and father have five children. I am the second child of 

the five siblings. I have one brother who has intellectual disabili-

ties. As a young teenage girl, I understood how important it was 

for me to love people with intellectual disabilities. I help my 

mother with my brother who has Down Syndrome. He is at 

home with my parents and the joy of our lives.  

     I am a 1985 graduate of East Marion High school and 1987 

graduate of Pearl River Junior college. There I obtained by     

Associate degree in Secretary Science. After graduation from 

Pearl River Community college, I worked at Prentiss Complex 

as a Quality Control Inspector.  After 10 years Prentiss Complex 

moved to Mexico. 

     I am married and we have one beautiful daughter,              

Ms. Deanna Cole. Ms. Cole has two children: Melody (age 5) 

and Messiah (8 months). Ms. Deanna Cole also worked at Bos-

well as a Switchboard operator from 2014 through 2016. My 

daughter and grandchildren are the joy of my life. My saying to 

everyone is "if the good Lord doesn't give me anything else, He 

has already done enough for me." 

     In 1999, I began my career at Boswell Regional Center as a 

DCW and later became 

a supervisor. I knew 

from day one that's 

where I needed to be. 

     In 2009, I attended 

Colin Community Col-

lege where I received 

my associate’s degree. While attending Colin Community college I 

worked part-time at Millcreek. After completing my studies at Colin 

with an associate’s degree, I attended William Carey University 

where I majored in Psychology to receive my Bachelor’s degree. I 

returned back to work at Boswell as a QMRP at Morton and Good-

water group homes and took some classes on-line working toward my 

master’s. I am presently at Pinelake Geriatric Unit as a QIDP enjoy-

ing every day of my life. Every day when I enter into Boswell doors, I 

will give someone or everyone I meet a hug. 

     When I am tired or just not feeling well, the individuals are always 

there to pick me up and remind me of the scripture Philippians 4:13 "I 

can do all things in him that strengthened me." When you see me 

coming and I give you a hug, just remember it's the God in me and it 

keeps me going. 

 

By: Jennifer Cole 

Jennifer Cole, QIDP at Pinelake Geriatric  
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     Boswell Regional Center 

 

Mission Statement  
 

 Boswell Regional Center offers  

Specialized program options to  

Mississippians with  

Intellectual and Developmental  

Disabilities. These programs are  

designed to identify the necessary 

 supports for successful community 

 transition. With collaboration  

between the individual, family,  

and community, dreams can  

become reality.  
 

     Bobby went to visit his family in Chicago from March 15th to 

March 21st to celebrate his mother’s 84th birthday. According to one 

sister, it had been between 30-35 years since he had been home. Prior 

to that, his family would come to Mississippi to visit him and also 

send cards and gifts on a regular basis. It took a lot of work from both 

Boswell and his family to make the trip back home to Chicago, Illi-

nois possible. Bobby’s family was very thankful for BRC’s help in 

getting him there. This is one of many things Boswell staff does on a 

daily basis to make "dreams become reality".  

     Here is a quote from Bobby’s sister Myrtle: “Thanks for all of 

your help in making Bobby's visit possible. He really enjoyed him-

self. We enjoyed him too. I know Mom did also. She is into her own 

world lately, but I knew she was happy to see him. The visit was 

really wonderful! Thank you and thank the rest of the staff for us. 

Mom did feel all over his hair when he first got there.” Bobby’s mom 

was feeling for his dreadlocks. This is a hairstyle Bobby has wanted 

since a young man with dreads has become his psychologist. One of the staff who works with Bobby decided 

to help him make that dream a reality also. Ms. Myrtle told Bobby’s staff that the family loves his hair and is 

tickled pink that he was able to get dreads, but his mom would always comment saying she didn't understand 

why he wanted to wear his hair like that. 

     Even though Bobby cried the day he returned, communicating that he was sad because he missed his 

mother, he soon found solace in showing off the gifts he’d received from family. Bobby enjoyed hearing staff 

tell him how much his family loved him.  
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     Boswell Regional Center 

Pinelake Geriatric Services had a picnic at Simpson County Lake on March 24, 2017. Pinelake staff and indi-

viduals enjoyed a beautiful day outdoors. Everyone had a blast and are ready to go again! 
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     Boswell Regional Center 

Marinell Tedford and Luvennia Banks won $25 gift cards while attending a health webinar at BRC entitled 

“Balance Your Diet and Your Life.” March was National Nutrition Month. 

Friends and Family appreciates your support! The Masquerade Jewelry Sale was a success!    



Pictured left to right: Cindy Womack, Assistant Director of Boswell Regional Center and Michelle Harper, retiree.  
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     Boswell Regional Center 

On March 29, 2017, Boswell held a retirement reception honoring retiree; Michelle Harper. Michelle began 

working at Boswell Regional Center at the Simpson Cove sight as a Direct Care Trainee. She later became a     

Direct Care Advance. The LeGrand café  was filled with family and friends to say their goodbyes, as Michelle 

retired after 28 years of state service. Michelle stated, “I will miss you all.” Retirement will allow Michelle to 

spend more time with her family and just simply relax.   
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     Boswell Regional Center 

During the March Directors’ Meeting, Boswell Regional Center recognized Employees of the Month in the 

area of support/professional staff: Employees of the Month for February are left to right: Ann Brinson, Oak 

Brook; Arthur Milton, Fairway, and Carrie Kimbrough, Community. Congratulations to each of you! 
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     Boswell Regional Center 

During the March Director’ meeting two Boswell Regional Center employees received Governor's service 

awards in recognition of 10 years of state service. Pictured left to right: Teri Anderson  and Liza Gray. Thank 

you both for your hard work and dedication to BRC. Congratulations!  
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     Boswell Regional Center 

MAC’s February 2017 EOM is Lancifer “Lance” Dickey.  Lance works A shift in the Residential Living     

Department.  He has been employed since 8/1/2016.  Congratulations! 



     Boswell Regional Center 
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March 16th Orientation: Back Row Left to Right: Back row Left to right: Courtney Buckhalter (Fairway), 

Lasonya Rankin (Oakbrook), Alisa Smith (Oakbrook), Robbie Mayers (Fairway), Nichalaus Bullock 

(Ridgeview). Front row left to right: Sherry Thames (Supported Living Community), Heather McKenzie 

(Community Day Hab), Terri Rayner (Oakbrook), Joyce Clark (Security), Corneshia Hubbard (Fairway). 

March  1st Orientation Class: Back Row left to right: Anterrio Kennedy (Ridgeview), Jamal Keys 

(Ridgeview), Zyqwn Lee (Oakbrook), Shakayla Taylor (Oakbrook), Khadijah Thornton (Oakbrook). Front 

row left to right: Talicia Barnes (Oakbrook), Jamyla Lee (Pinelake), Hannah Smith (Oakbrook), Estelle 

Palmer (Psychology). 
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